












































NUMBER IV. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued evry THURSDAY. 





THURSDAY, Yanuary the 25th, 1753. 





=) O the entertainment of my fair read- 
oe y 


ers, and to anon to them an 


Se I thall devote this pw a following 





Zz 
PUPS) of paper. If the ftory Iam going to tell 
CS eIVZAORI them fhould deferve their approbati- 
on, they are to thank the hufband and wife from whom 
I had it; and who are defirous, this day, of being the 
readers of their own adventures. 

AN eminent merchant in the city, whofe real name I 
fhall conceal under that of Wiifon, was married to a 
lady of confiderable fortune and more merit. They 
lived happily together for fome years, with nothing to 
difturb them but the want of children. The hufband, 
who 
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who faw hinmfelf richer every day, grew impatient for 
an heir; and as time rather leffened than encreafed his 
hopes of one, he became by degrees indificrent, and aé 
lait, averfe to his wiie. This change in his airecions 
was the heavieft affliction to her; yet fo gentle was her 
difpofition, that fhe reproached him only with her tears ; 
and feldom with thofe, but when upbraidings and ill- 
ufage made her unable to reftrain them. 

Ir is a maxim with fome married philofophers, that the 
tears of a wife are apt to wafh away pity from the heart 
of a hufband. Mr. Wilfon will pardon me if I rank him, 
at that time, among thefe philofophers. He had lately 
hired a lodging in the country, at a fmall diftance from 
town, whither he ufuaily retired in the evening, to avoid 
(as he called it) the perfecutions of his wife. 

In this cruel feparation, and without complaint, fhe 
pafled away a twelve-month ; feldom feeing him but 
when bufinefs required his attendance at home, and ne- 
ver fleeping with him. At the end of which time, 
however, his behaviour, in appearance, grew kinder ; he 
faw her oftener, and began to fpeak to her with tender- 
nefs and compaffion. . 

ONE morning, after he had taken an obliging leave of 
her, to pafs the day at his country lodgings, fhe paid a vifit 
to a friend at the other end of the town; and ftopping in 
her way home ata thread fhop in a bye-ftreet near St. 
James’s, fhe faw Mr. Wilfon croffing the way, and after- 
wards knocking at the door of a genteel houfe over-againft 
her, which was opened by a fervant in livery, and imme- 
diately fhut, without a word being fpoken. As the man- 
ner of hisentrance, and her not knowing he had an ac- 
quaintance in that ftreet, a little alarmed her, the enquired 


of the fhop-woman if fhe knew the gentleman who lived 


in 
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in the oppofite houfe. ‘ You have juft feen him go in, 
“ madam, replied the woman. His name is Roberts, 
‘* and a mighty good gentleman, they fay, he is. His 
«« lady”—At thof words Mrs. Wilfon changed colour ; 
aid interrupting ««r—** His lady, madam !—lI thought 
« that— Will y: give me a glafs of water? This walk 
“« has fo tired m:--—Pray give me a glafs of water —I am 
“© quite faint wit ‘atigue.” The good woman of the fhop 
ran herfelf for tis: water, and by the additional help of 
fome hartfhorn that was at hand, Mrs. Wilfon became, in 
appearance, tolerab!y compofed. She then looked over 
the threads fhe wanted, and having defired a coach might 
be fent for, “ I believe, faid fhe, you were quite fright- 
« ened to fee me fo pale; but I had walked a great 
«« way, and fhould certainly have fainted if I had not ftept 


“ 


‘ into your fhop.—But you were talking of the gentleman 


a 


‘ over the way—I fancied I knew him ; but his name is 


A“ 


‘ Roberts, you fay. Is hea married man, pray?” The 
happieft in the world, madam, returned the thread-wo- 
man; he is wonderfully fond of children, and to his 
great joy, his lady is now lying in of her firft child, 
which is to be chriftened this evening ; and as fine a boy, 
they fay it is, as ever was feen. At this moment, and 
as good fortune would have it, for the faving a fe- 
cond dofe of hartfhorn, the coach that was fent for 
came to the door; into which Mrs. Wilfon imme- 
diately ftept, after hefitating an apology for the trouble 
fhe had given; and in which coach we fhall leave her 


to return home, in an agony of grief, which herfelf has 


told me fhe was never able to defcribe. 

Tue readers of this little hiftory have been informed 
that Mr. Wilfon had a country lodging, to which he 
was fuppofed to retire almoft every evening fince his dif- 

agreement 
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greement with his wife; but in faa, it was to his 
houfe near St. James’s that he conftantly went. He had 
indeed hired the lodgings abovementioned, but from 
another metive than merely to fhun his wife. The occa- 
fion was this. 

As he was fauntring one day through the bird-cage 
walk in the park, he faw a young woman fitting alone 
upon one of the benches, who though plainly, was neatly 
drefled, and whofe air and manner diftinguifhed her from 
the lower clafs of women. He drew nearer to her without 
being perceived, and faw in her countenance, which 
innocence and beauty adorned, the moft compofed me- 
Jancholy that can be imagined. He ftood looking at 
her for fome time ; which the at laft perceiving, ftarted 
from her feat in fome confufion, and endeavoured to 
avoid him. ‘The fear of lofing her gave him courage 
to {peak to her. He begged pardon for difturbing her, 
and excufed his curiofity by her extreme beauty, and the 
melancholy that was mixed with it. 

Ir is obferved by a very wife author, whofe name 
and book I forget, that a woman’s heart is never fo 
brim-full of affliction, but a little flattery will infinuate 
itfelf into a corner of it; and as Wilfon was a handfome 
fellow, with an eafy addrefs, the lady was foon perfua- 
ded to replace herfelf upon the bench, and to admit 
him at her fide. Wilfon, who was really heart-ftruck, 
made her a thoufand proteftations of efteem and friend- 
fhip ; conjuring her to tell him if his fortune or fervices 
could contribute to her happinefs, and vowing never to 
leave her, till fhe made him acquainted with the caufe 
of her concern. 

Here a fhort paufe enfued ; and after a deep figh 
and a ftream of tears, the lady began thus. 
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« Tr, fir, you are the gentleman your appearance 
{peaks you to be, I fhall thank heaven that I have 
found you. Fam the unfortunate widow of an officer 
who was killed at Dettingen. As he was only a lieu- 
tenant, and his commiifion all his fortune, I married. 
him againft a mother’s confent, for which fhe has 
difclaimed me. How I loved him, or he me, as he 
is gone forever from me, I fhall forbear to mention, 
though I am unable to forget. At my return to 
England (for I was the conftant follower of his 
fortunes) I obtained, with fome difficulty, the allow- 
ance of a fubaltern’s widow, and took lodgings at 
Chelfea. 

“Tn this retirement I wrote to my mother, ac- 
quainting her with my lofs and poverty, and defiring 
her forgivenefs for my difobedience; but the cruel 
anfwer I received from her determined me, at all 
events, not to trouble her again. 

“© T lived upon this flender allowance with all ima- 
ginable thrift, till an old officer, a friend of my huf- 
band, difcovered me at church, and made me a 


vilit. To this gentleman’s bounty 1 have long been 


indebted for an annuity of twenty pounds, in quarterly 


payments. As he was punctual in thefe payments, 
which were always made me the morning they be- 
came due, and yefterday being quarter-day, I won- 
dered that I neither faw him nor heard from him, 
Early this morning I walked from Chelfea to eaquire 
for him at his lodgings in Pail-Mall; but how fhall 
I tell you, fir, the news I learnt there !+— ‘this 
friend! this generous and ditinterefted friend! was 


killed yeftertay in a ducl in Uyde-park.” She ftopt 


. | 
here to give vent to a torrent of tea:s, and then procce- 


ded. * I was fo ftunned at this inteiligence that I: 


«¢ 


knew not whither to go. Chaice more than choice 


« brought 
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“* brought me to this place; where if I have found a 
«© benefactor — and indeed, fir, I have need of one —« 
«¢ J fhall call it the happieft accident of my life.” 

T HE widow ended her ftory, which was literally true, 
in fo engaging and interefting amanner, that Wilfon was 
gone an age in love in a few ntinutes. He thanked her 
for the confidence fhe had placed in him, and {wore never 
to defert her. He then requefted the honour of attend- 
ing her home, to which fhe readily confented, waiking 
with him to Buckingham gate, where a coach was 
called, which conveyed them to Chelfea. Wilfon dined 
with her that day, and took lodgings in the fame houfe, 
calling himfelf Roberts, and a fingle man. Thete were 
the lodgings I have mentioned before ; where by un- 
bounded generofity, and conftant affiduities, he triumphed 
in a few weeks over the honour of this fair widow. 

I fhall ftop a moment here, to caution thofe virtuous 
widows, who are my readers, againft too hafty a difbelief 
of this event. If they pleafe to confider the fituation 
of this lady, with poverty to alarm, gratitude to incite, 
and a handfome fellow to inflame, they will allow, that 
in a world near fix thoufand years old, one fuch inftance 
of frailty, even in a young and beautiful widow, may pof- 
fibly have happened. But to go on with my ftory. 

Tue effects of this intimacy were foon vifible in the 
lady’s fhape; a circumftance that greatly added to the 
happinefs of Wilfon. He determined to remove her to 
town; and accordingly took the houfe near St. James’s, 
into which Mrs. Wilfon had feen him enter, and where 
his miftrefs, who paffed in the neigbourhood for his 
wife, at that time lay in. 


[The conclufion in my next.] 
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